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Source 1 

 
Program booklet for the Puerto Rican Day Parade, 1992, designed by Samuel Lind. 

Program: Puerto Rican Day Parade, 1992. CHS Collection, 2015.196.62.9 
 
 

Background: The first Puerto Rican Day Parade in Connecticut was October 4, 1964.  One goal of the parade was to 
encourage Puerto Ricans to register to vote and participate in elections. The other goal of the parade is to celebrate the 
state’s Puerto Rican community.  Connecticut’s Puerto Rican Parade takes place in either Hartford, New Haven, or 
Waterbury each year. The Puerto Rican Parade has been held in New Haven for decades, under different organizers, and 
still continues along with an annual Festival Puertorriqueño in August. The commemorative booklet in 1992 featured a 
cover designed by noted Puerto Rican artist Samuel Lind, who signed this booklet.    



Copyright © 2022 
Connecticut Historical Society Museum & Library 

 

Source 2 

Nuestras Historias Oral History Interview  
Haydee Montalvo-Feliciano 

 
This interview is from Nuestras Historias - Our Histories project.  It was conducted in May of 2000.  The Connecticut 
Historical Society collected several oral histories and photographs from a few of those who helped establish the Puerto 
Rican community in Hartford.  These interviews were part of an online exhibition presenting the story through the words 
and images of the pioneers themselves. Nuestras Historias was funded by the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, the 
State of Connecticut, Department of Economic and Community Development, and the Connecticut Historical Society. 
 
Vocabulary to know: 
Interviewee:  The person that is being interviewed is answering the questions - Haydee Montalvo-Feliciano, she is 
referred to in the interview as HF.  
 
The interviewers: (people conducting the interview and asking the questions)  

Ruth Glasser: and Amanda Rivera-Lopez .  Ruth Ruth Glasser was a Professor in the Urban and Community Studies 
Department at the University of Connecticut. Her publications include: "My Music is My Flag: Puerto Rican 
Musicians and Their New York Communities, 1917-1940" (University of California Press, 1995), "Aquí Me Quedo: 
Puerto Ricans in Connecticut" (Connecticut Humanities Council, 1997), "Aquí Me Quedo K-12 Curriculum Guide" 
(Mattatuck Museum, 1999), [as co-editor] "Caribbean Connections: Dominican Republic" (Teaching for Change, 
2004).  She work on many community-based projects including books, curriculum projects, oral history projects, 
and exhibitions. 

 
Transcription:  This interview was recorded using an audio cassette recorder.  A transcription is a written representation 
of audio recording.  Background information about the interviewee is included in the transcription – these are the words 
not in quotations. The words of the interviewee are in quotations. 
 
Olga Mele:  Olga born in Guayama, Puerto Rico and moved to Connecticut in 1941. She was one of the first Puerto 
Ricans in Hartford.  She devoted her life to building a foundation for social services for the Puerto Rican community in 
Hartford.  She was the co-founder of the San Juan Center and a job counselor  with the Community Renewal Team for 
many years. 
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Haydee Montalvo-Feliciano (HF) 
 
Background:  Haydee Montalvo-Feliciano came to the United States in 1956 and lived at 66 Main Street, Hartford. Her 
older brothers came to the United States in the 1940s to work in tobacco, then later at Weaver's Chicken.  Haydee was 
the 20th of 22 children. She worked in a tobacco camp in Connecticut as a teenager.  As an adult she worked as a 
volunteer interpreter for the Puerto Rican community in Connecticut. She also worked at the municipal hospital in 
Hartford. Below are selections from her interview.  This is not the entire interview. This interview was conducted in 
Spanish on May 16, 2000 by Ruth Glasser and Amanda Rivera-Lopez.  Ruth Glasser translated and transcribed this 
interview. 
 
Transcription: 
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Tape 1 Side B 
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Housing conditions protest, Hartford city hall, 1960s. CHS Collection, 1988.142.3 

 
Background: The 1960s was a time of national civil unrest and CT was not immune from that.  CT cities experience 
protests against unfair housing and other issues. 


