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Flyer, The Greater Hartford West Indian Independence Celebrations presents Independence Anniversary  

Celebrations & Tribute to Caribbean Nations, 2004.   
Flyers, West Indian Independence Celebration Week, 1993-2013. Connecticut Cultural Heritage Arts Program collections, CHS 

Collection 2015.196.70.5 
 
Background:  Connecticut’s West Indian community includes immigrants from all the islands in the Caribbean. They have 
established significant sports, cultural, and social clubs, dance and music groups, and produce an annual week-long 
festival that attracts audiences from all over the Northeast. With Greater Hartford now being home to the third largest 
West Indian community in the nation, beloved traditions like Carnival have been transplanted and sustained here. In 
1962, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago claimed their Independence from Great Britain. Since that year, the West Indian 
Parade and Independence Celebration has been a highlight of Hartford’s summer activities. The week of activities 
includes many events taking place at the different island clubs around Hartford and features headlining musicians who 
perform at the West Indian Social Club. The celebration concludes with a parade and festival in Hartford featuring floats, 
steel band performances, and masqueraders displaying brilliant costumes. 
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Nuestras Historias Oral History Interview  
Florencio Morales 

 
 
This interview is from Nuestras Historias - Our Histories project.  It was conducted in May of 2000.  The Connecticut 
Historical Society collected several oral histories and photographs from a few of those who helped establish the Puerto 
Rican community in Hartford.  These interviews were part  of an online exhibition presenting the story through the 
words and images of the pioneers themselves. Nuestras Historias was funded by the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving, the State of Connecticut, Department of Economic and Community Development, and the Connecticut Historical 
Society. 
 
Vocabulary to know: 
Interviewee:  The person that is being interviewed is answering the questions - Florencio Morales 
 
The interviewers: (people conducting the interview and asking the questions)  

Ruth Glasser: and Amanda Rivera-Lopez .  Ruth Ruth Glasser was a Professor in the Urban and Community Studies 
Department at the University of Connecticut. Her publications include: "My Music is My Flag: Puerto Rican 
Musicians and Their New York Communities, 1917-1940" (University of California Press, 1995), "Aquí Me Quedo: 
Puerto Ricans in Connecticut" (Connecticut Humanities Council, 1997), "Aquí Me Quedo K-12 Curriculum Guide" 
(Mattatuck Museum, 1999), [as co-editor] "Caribbean Connections: Dominican Republic" (Teaching for Change, 
2004).  She work on many community-based projects including books, curriculum projects, oral history projects, 
and exhibitions. 

 
Transcription:  This interview was recorded using an audio cassette recorder.  A transcription is a written representation 
of audio recording.  Background information about the interviewee is included in the transcription – these are the words 
not in quotations. The words of the interviewee are in quotations. 
  
Community Renewal Team (CRT): According to the CRT website, “As the designated community action agency for both 
Hartford and Middlesex Counties, the Community Renewal Team (CRT) is dedicated to helping people take steps toward 
healthy and economically stable futures. Since 1963, our 501(c)3 nonprofit organization has partnered with local elected 
officials, providers, funders, businesses and the community to address challenges like hunger, homelessness, 
unemployment and poverty. Together, we increase access to education, affordable housing, mental health services and 
much more for thousands of individuals and families throughout Central Connecticut each and every year.”  To learn 
more about the CRT today, click this link Community Renewal Team 
 
Puerto Rican Day Parade: The first Puerto Rican Day Parade in Connecticut was October 4, 1964.  One goal of the parade 
was to encourage Puerto Ricans to register to vote and participate in elections. The other goal of the parade is to 
celebrate the state’s Puerto Rican community.  From the Connecticut Institute for Community Development-Puerto 
Rican Parade Committee (CICD) website: “The Connecticut Institute for Community Development-Puerto Rican Parade  
 
Committee founded in 1958 dedicated to social engagement, community building, cultural enrichment, and most 
renowned for its annual Puerto Rican Day Parade. Cultivated decades ago through modest means, it has emerged as a 
parade of prominence in the state of Connecticut highlighting the sensational influences that Puerto Rican heritage has 
on society as a whole.”  
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Affirmative Action: First issued as Executive Order 11246 — Equal Employment Opportunity by President Johnson in 
1965 to address discrimination in employment at government jobs.  From the U. S. Department of Labor: “For federal 
contractors and subcontractors, affirmative action must be taken by covered employers to recruit and advance qualified 
minorities, women, persons with disabilities, and covered veterans. Affirmative actions include training programs, 
outreach efforts, and other positive steps. These procedures should be incorporated into the company's written 
personnel policies. Employers with written affirmative action programs must implement them, keep them on file and 
update them annually.” To learn more about Affirmative Action click this link Affirmative Action 
 

Florencio Morales 
 
Background:   Florencio Morales migrated from Puerto Rico in 1948 to South Bronx, New York and lived there from 
1948-1953.  He moved to Guilford, Connecticut in 1952/3 with his brother.  He served with the U.S. Navy during World 
War II. Florencio had several different jobs over the years.  He did work for the federal government with the Department 
of Defense Affirmative Action Program.  Below are selections from his interview.  This is not the entire interview.   The 
interview was conducted in English on May 11, 2000 by Ruth Glasser and Amanda Rivera-Lopez.  Ruth Glasser 
transcribed this interview. 
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