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Hartford
  1900        1930  

79,860        164,072









Puerto Rico
  1950        1960  

470,000        
164,072



 Comerío, Caguas, Cayey,                          
Puerto Rico 

Hartford  
    





US Farm Labor Recruitment, 
Puerto Rico

1948       1990        
421,238





Housing Challenges



Old Housing Stock 

Poorer Sanitation And Repair 

 Municipal Neglect:

In the Areas of 

     Street Cleaning, Paving, And 
Lighting



Public Housing: 
Charter Oak, 
Bellevue Square

Settlement:
Clay Hill  Area
Albany Avenue
Main St



    Housing     
pressures:

● Supply,
● Overcrowding
● High rent
● Push to South 

Green 
● and Frog 

Hollow 

















Why is this 
important?



80/80
In the last 8o years 
Hartford has become a 
majority-minority city, 
with  80%
● African Americans
● Puerto Ricans
● West Indians

Tip
When a number is too 
large or too small to 
easily comprehend, 
clarify it with a 
comparison to 
something familiar.



  Puerto Ricans

Hartford, CT  #5

- 41,995  (By total Numbers: 

NY, Philly, Chicago, Springfield )

       Hartford, CT -  #6

By Density 33.66%

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartford,_Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartford,_Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartford,_Connecticut


 Three (3) 

 Connecticut’s cities

Hartford, Waterbury, Bridgeport

 feature in the

 top 15 cities 

for overall Puerto Rican population

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartford,_Connecticut


 Like  the African American population, 

New York, Philadelphia and Chicago: 

   top three cities 

for the overall number of 

African American and Puerto Rican 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartford,_Connecticut


Why is this 
important?



Themes 
Segregation by Design

Community
Identity

Resilience

   Urbanization
Segregation 

   Demographic 
Change

Housing 
Access and 

Discrimination

 



Key Questions
How did residents 
organize to build 

community, develop 
strong cultural

identities, and to 
promote resilience? 

   How did urbanization
 impact Hartford’s   

demographic
 profile ?

How did housing access 
  and discrimination 

shape  where 
 African Americans,

Puerto Ricans 
and West Indians

settled in the city? 

 



Why is this 
important?



You Document Cultural Resilience

Local 
   BusinesseS

Social 
Organizations Parades



You should how people 
build monuments



You Document Resistance

   Home 
 Ownership

Tenant 
Organizing

    Political 
Organizing





Resistance
Resilience

   Home 
 Ownership

    Political 
Organizing



YOU TELL YOUR STORY



        “ I was  born in Hartford, Hartford 
hospital. My mom lived in Charter Oak at 
the time. We grew up there and lived on 
81 Delta St. I went to Walburton Pre-k, 
Mary M. Hooker kindergarten thru 6th 
grade, Fox Elementary for 7th and 8th and 
Bulkeley for High school.  I got my 
diploma through the adult education 
school on Washington St, though. Being a 
young mom (15 to be exact) and married 
at 16, I couldn't do full time school and 
work. I lived in Charter Oak Terrace on 
and off for 23 years.” (Marisol Sanjuán) 



You make people visible; 
you dig through the archive



You triangulate with other 
sources and other public 

programming



https://ctdigitalarchive.org/isl
andora/object/50002%3A5531
Jasmin Agosto’s HPL 
programming on revolutionary 
Latinas

You Capture Testimony

https://www.go
ogle.com/url?q
=https://ctdigit
alarchive.org/is
landora/object/
50002%253A5
531&sa=D&so
urce=editors&
ust=16228742
80812000&usg
=AOvVaw3bS
NvrZtntjZHnNz
OREXI4

https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%3A5531
https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%3A5531
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4


You share the story with the 
public, invite them to participate 

and tell their stories; 

You rinse and repeat



Thank you!

Questions?



hartfordbound.com



African American
Population 

Population doubles 
between 1910 and 1920 
and increases again by 70% 
by 1930 but still 
4% of the population

YEAR   1910       1920    1930    1940

  POP.   1745       4567    6510     7090

 1945: 250 West Indians

By 1960, 6000 Puerto 
Ricans




