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1900 - 1950

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Second Inaugural Address on January 20, 1937

The housing and economic crisis that riveted FDR's administration was part of a long boom and bust cycle that had
transformed major American cities from the tumn of the century until the Great Depression. Like many industrial cities
in the Northeast, Hartford has been home to a of immigrant in search of , asylum,
and a better life. The city's population doubled between 1900 and 1930 from 79,860 to 164,072 as European immigrants
from Southern and Eastern European jostied alongside local-born residents to make a new life. They were joined by
Africans Americans also making their way to manufacturing and agricultural centers that could offer better jobs than
those found at home and seeking refuge from discriminatory laws and racial violence.

By 1940 the majority of Hartford's foreign-born population claimed Italian, Polish, Russian, and Irish ancestry while
the Great Migration deposited a significant number of African Americans from Georgla. The city could boast of 45
ies, a robust sector, and a boutique shade tobacco industry competing for white collar
and blue collar workers. Yet major segments of Hartford's population benefited unevenly from this cycle and these rapid
shifts created si In housing the steady stream of new residents. Hartford's tenement
housing burst at the seams. Slum clearance, urban renewal, and public housing emerged as major policy interventions
to save Hartford and many other Industrial centers.

When West Indians, Puerto Ricans, and African Americans joined the labor stream, Connecticut had represented many
things: a relocation to the mainland, to the North or to “foreign.” as West Indian termed overseas territories. With new
job opportunities came i with g. high rents, houses, and absentee
landiords.
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\FRICA
AMERICA
SETTLEMENT

Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia (1785)

Thomas Jefferson was correct. White racism and the institution of slavery sparked everyday acts of resistance. Across
the Atlantic world, the enslaved ran away and revolted. When those acts of resistance and the Civil War failed to deliver
on their promises in the United States, people voted with their feet. In what journalist Isabel Wilkerson calls a “silent
pilgrimage” and others harken to a Biblical exodus, African Americans left the South. By foot, train, cars, and buses, they
said, “No” to violence and the stunted life chances they faced.

“Disfranchisement, peonage, the abuses of the chain-gang, the leasing of prisoners as laborers, the easy surrender of
prisoners by sheriffs to the leaders of mobs, the lynchings without trial, the Jim Crow cars where the ordinary decencies

These were among the litany of offenses that The Crisis, published by the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) identified in its November 1923 issue as some of the push factors
propelling African Americans to leave to the South. By 1970, six million African Americans had embarked on the Great
Migration for new lives in Northeastern, Midwestern, and Western States.

Besides the trans-Atlantic slave trade, this was the largest mass movement of peoples of African descent. Like the
centuries of involuntary migration that preceded it, the Great Migration would reshape American cities. By 1930, forty
percent of the African American population in Hartford identified their original home as Georgia. Another 15 percent
originated from the Carolinas and Virginia. Americus, Plains, Ellaville, and other Georgian locales kindled a long pattern
of chain migration to Hartford that would register profoundly in the residential makeup of the North End of Hartford and
especially in the public housing projects of the 1940s.
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The 1950 census identified about 245
West Indians in Connecticut, many of
them men who had come to the United
States in the 1940s to contribute to the
war effort.

By 2010, West Indians surpassed all other ethnic groups to become the largest population of foreign-born immigrants in Connecticut. This
demographic trend was seven decades in the making, with the original kernel of this population arriving as guest workers in the Hartford
region in the 1940s through bilateral labor agreements between British West Indian colonies and the United States. The vast majority were
Jamaicans, but there were also Trinidadians and Barbadians as well.

By the time these war-time labor opportunities appeared, a significant West Indian population had settled in New York, a population that
had already reached 54,000 by the 1930s. In Connecticut, the draw was primarily the tobacco industry which benefited from the labor
distributed through the industrial and de for war-time. of West Indian laborers established a post-
emancipation labor tradition that created new spaces to recast and renegotiate the labor of black men and later, women.

Some of these guest workers married African-American women, forming a nascent West KENEY PARK CRICKET
Indian community. They met these women in the tobacco fields, in chu

organizations. Facing discri el

organizations as autonomous cultural spaces and networks beg ning with the West Indian

Social Club in 1950, followed by the Caribb the Barbad

Society, the Trinidad & Tobago American Society, the Jamaica Progressive League, the St.

Lucia American Society, and the Cricket Hall of Fame among others.

Like the African Americans who had come before or along with them, West Indians flocked to the North o e
End of Harford. They participated in an important era of community succession and political advocacy that et s e o i e 50
led to high homeownership rates and a significant business presence in the North End.
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PUERTO
RICAN

SETTLEMENT

Between 1950 and 1960,

470,000 people, or approximately
one-fifth of Puerto Rico’s population,
relocated to the United States.

New York attracted the vast majority of these soj who settled in ing, service, maii and
domestic jobs. Like other ethnic groups before and in concert with them, Puerto Ricans sought better economic
opportunities in their cities of first entry before moving out to nearby cities like Philadelphia, Chicago, Bridgeport and
Hartford, to join family or pursue other opportunities.

The Jones Act of 1917 granted Puerto Ricans U.S. citizenship, making relocation to the mainland far easier in principle than
other groups impacted by the restrictive immigration policies that closed US borders for the next four decades. Yet farm
labor programs offering employment also played an important role in facilitating the initial transportation to the United
States. These programs recruited 421,238 Puerto Ricans workers between 1948 and 1990, the second largest mobilization
of seasonal labors after the Mexican Bracero program.

c icut's shade tobacco industry was one of the sectors that attracted Puerto Ricans to the Hartford area. Like
other migrants however, seasonal work was a temporary strategy. Once settled in Hartford, the manufacturing and
service sectors absorbed Puerto Rican workers. Despite U.S. citizenship, Puerto Ricans faced discrimination in housing,
employment, and the provision of equal educational services. Whatever the actual level of English language proficiency,
an accent—any accent— was an instant marker of outsider status and a sensitive filter for the daily interactions of new
migrants. Social service agencies that could help them settle in the local area often had no bilingual service; Catholic
Churches that served as an important spiritual home sometimes held services in the basement or did not offer mass in
Spanish. Schools proved ill-equipped and imes neglectful in ing the iic changes unfolding their
midst. Bilingual education became one of the touchstones of Puerto Rican civil rights activism in Hartford and across the
United States.
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CHARTERIOAK
TERRACE

With 1000 units Charter Oak Terrace held the promise of addressing
the severe shortage of affordable housing in Hartford. The unit located

at Flatbush and Newfield Avenues, and Dart and Chandler Streets, had
twice the occupancy of Bellevue Square and opened in 1941, Whereas
Bellevue Square sat on 12.5 acres, Charter Oak Terrace covered 124 acres.
The design, like other public housing units, encompassed recreational,
educational, medical, and religious services. The Hartford Good Will Boys"
Club hosted recreational activities and the Christian Activities Council

of Hartford conducted Sunday School and Church Services. Children

attended the local community school at UETRLIIEIEIHEEIN which like

the housing complex, was new.

Hartford
Housing

Authortty This planned community represented both an important policy

s intervention and a particular vision of urban planning. Children would
have access to education, healthcare and religious services, and 72
would be reared in a i 1t that pi family ['5
values. Those who grew up at Charter Oak Terrace in its early years, (L)
like Vietnam Veteran Ron Copes, recall with pride the sense of the
community and family. Whether they were going to the library, or the I was born in Hartford,
movies, playing basketball, stickball, or baseball, it was possible to Hartford Hospit; b
have a good childhood. Many of the kids spent their summers at Camp rd Hospital. My
Courant and for a moment, the goals of public housing seemed like mom lived in Charter
they had been achieved. Oak at the time. We
| grewup there and lived
on 81 Delta St. | went to
- W b
L alburton Pre-k, Mary
J s M. Hooker kindergarten
thru éth grade, Fox
Elementary for 7th
and 8th and Bulkeley
e for High school. | got
My diploma through
® the adult education
4 school on Washington
St, though. Being a
young mom (15 to be
exact) and married at
16, | couldn’t do full time
school and work. | lived
in Charter Oak Terrace
on and off for 23 years.




POST-WAR HOUSING CRISIS

POST-WAR HOUSING CRISIS

" PUBLIC 8 THERE IS A

HOUSING
IS NO NEED FOR A

T (X J
Ex P E R I M E N (O O O which need cannot be fully answered until there
is complete cooperation between our own city,

( X X J our contractors, our building trades, and the
individual citizen.

) O O Hundreds of our communities all over the country
have seen fit to erect dwellings that have done much To solve the entire problem calls for not only the

to beautify the surroundings besides giving to the 7 coolferfatm: of a:l of usbuta Wllllgnesupon

underprivileged many of the living conditions that j o o. us 10 Maxe Ll persona' Sacritice oy
: A LRI ENE good of the community.

they were heretofore unable to receive. Another .

effect, and most important, is theclearance of slum ' ;
districts and sub-standard dwellings. From a health, : ; , '
economic, and social viewpoint the benefits are 1 e ; than any other enterpris.e. On the.
immeasurable. Excessive fire and accident hazards, g:r:':;rsa:l;v:::;\?veeriilsst ?nsgs:ccl;ct);
unsafe and unsanitary houses will be a thing of the

d ) . and when the cost of those rents is
past. Safe play for children, indoors and out, will be prohibitive for the person of small

provided. > — income, the result is far-reaching
and affects all of us.
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UNFIT For

SLUMLORDS THEN
SLUMLORDS NOW.

Slumlords. Urban blight. Black mold. Rodent
infestations and numerous other housing code
violations. Recent Hartford Courant headlines
continue to document the enduring legacies of
segregated housing and poverty in Hartford.
“Hartford has the Highest Rate of Urban Dwellers
Living in Economically Troubled Neighborhoods,”
aJune 2018 Courant headline reads. These headlines
are disturbingly timeless for many of the ethnic and
racial minorities who call the city their home. They
could have described any decade between the 1930s
and 2010s as poverty limited housing options and poor
housing created or exacerbated poverty. Even middle
income families facing poor housing choices can have
their health and job prospects ruined when they have
to spend emotional and financial capital addressing
horrendous living conditions. Hartford again made
headlines when the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) terminated the
contract of New York's infamous landlord, Emmanuel
Ku. After years of inadequate maintenance and
deplorable living conditions that posed a risk to his
tenants’ health and safety, tenants and community
activists finally won their bid to oust Ku. An organized
group of tenants demonstrated that ordinary people
could win against a wealthy, unscrupulous landlord.
HUD's regime of inspections continues to fail many

of the clients who rely on the agency to certify that.
housing units are suitable for occupancy.

A tenant examines the distressing notification that her building was “unfit for human

occupancy,” 2 February 1970. The bui

Iding was owned by Jerome Diamond, who was cited

appear in housing court.
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OUSING
CODE
OLATIONS
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MOR
SUMLORPS

These violations are legion among properties owned by slumlords, yet often fall through the cracks
based on inspection protocols that emphasize the exterior of the building. In many instances,
misperceptions about the character of the tenants may lead the public to make value judgments about
what people living in public housing deserve. The No More Slumlords movement has worked to change
these perceptions. New horizons remain in the struggle.

The No More Slumiords campaign has become a beacon for other residents interested in addressing
substandard and unsafe conditions in their housing units. Since that pivotal victory, resident-leaders like
Teri Morrison, Milagros Ortiz, and Joshua Serrano have attended dozens of tenant meetings rallies, public
hearings, panel discussions, and coalition meetings to remind the public that the work has only just
begun. Overhauling Hartford's outdated, ineffectual municipal housing code was one new prong in the
movement; navigating the challenge of relocating to another unit proved to be another. Some families,
like Milagros Ortiz's, have had to move more than once, while others have left the state because of the
limited resettlement options. Housing conditions have proven no better in some instances and many
tenants have expressed distress about how dispersal has atomized the sense of community. Limited
financial help, unrealistic deadlines, and feckless relocation specialist have wrought further emotional
and financial havoc on tenants who have had to attend to their families’ needs while propelling a major
social movement forward.
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The roots of Josh Serrano’s journey into community activism can be traced
to his family’s history in Hartford. His mother, at around age 16, Luz Belinda
Estremera moved to Hartford from Ponce, Puerto Rico along with his
maternal Aunt Edith. It was a journey undertaken by several generations of
Puerto Ricans before them. Luz would settle and move around in the north
and south end while Edith settled permanently at Bellevue Square. She would
marry Jesus Serrano and Josh was born on Enfield St, Hartford. Spurred by
the opportunity to pursue a better life for her children, Luz worked in Head
Start and Community Renewal Team (CRT); her husband worked as a window
washer and eventually became the building superintendent where he lived.
The family moved between the north and south end of Hartford, sometimes
driven by hardship, in other instances moving to better accommodations.
These journeys would take them to Zion, Magnolia, Garden, and Bedford
Streets. Along the way, they adopted a cat, Kitty who accompanied them

on their journeys. The family moved finally to the Clay Arsenal Renaissance
Apartments (CARA) when Josh was about 13 years old. Ms. Estremera
eventually passed down the residency to Joshua who then became the

head of household and she moved to the Blue Hills area.
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As a tenant leader in No Mil: Ortiz has become to sharing
her story with the public. Dig a little further and you will be in Campanilla, Toa Baja, Puerto Rico. Here, her
family grew so large and tight-knit that they started to move to houses on the same street. Her grandmother
was among the first to set off for New York, one of the prime destinations for Puerto Ricans sojourners to the
United States. Milagros’ paternal family and some of her maternal relatives settled in The Bronx. Milagros
Ortiz the elder, eventually for Connecticut in part to get away from the fast-paced life of New York and to
access the American School for the Deaf. The family settled in New Britain. She worked various jobs at CW
Tools, McDonalds, and as a cleaning lady to support her family. Her father, Ramon Ortiz was a landscaper and
worked across the country.

Milagros Jr remembers her childhood in New Britain being enjoyable, filled with lots of open space and
parks and a strong sense of community. They held big family parties and celebrations that helped to
maintain the tradition of spending time with your family. Milagros aspired to be a wrestler, making
heroes of figures like Stone Cold and Steve Austin. She was active in softball, wrestling, basketball,
cheerleading, gymnastics, chorus, and played numerous instruments and attended many

summer camps. Although she hoped to enlist in the military, a pregnancy foiled those plans.

She moved several times between New Britain and East Hartford, including to deal with

a difficult relationship. At one time she had several dogs, three snakes, two geckos, two

hamsters, two birds, and a cat, a scorpion, amongst many other animals because her

autistic son, Jensy, loved animals. She eventually relocated Hartford to Clay Arsenal for

larger accommodations and to be closer to family in Hartford.

After a period of good maintenance and property upkeep when she first moved to
Hartford, the arrival of a new owner brought disorganization and chaos. Many tenants
experienced issues with the management losing important paperwork, receipts,

and work orders. Milagros personally experienced issues with rats. She met Pastor
Johnson during a meeting between tenants and the project manager, where

the landlord was a no-show. Tenants agreed to meet at a later time to discuss
actionable steps moving forward, which sparked what became known as the

No More Slumiords Movement.

It may take a while for Ortiz to tell you that her housing struggles were deadily
for her pets, that the comfort Jensy took in these animals was one of the
sacrifices she was forced to make. She continues to rebuilt that support
network.
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Joshua Serrano’s Hartford was a multi-cultural one, with
Puerto Ricans and African Americans jostling alongside
each other, forming bonds of trust, friendship, and mutual
reliance. The adults looked out for each other; parents.
checked on everyone’s children. Kids played tag, kick the
bottle, and cops and robbers. As the second generation to live
in public housing, Serrano could compare the challenges his
mother faced when she wanted to address complaints to her

landlord to his own struggles.

Second-generation public housing residency also meant,
however, that some people could get used to conditions they
their entire chi and

may have experi
Puerto Ricans and African-Americans also shared this experience
and with it, the steady deterioration in the quality of life as their

public housing units faced limited responses to requests for
i it i to address

, cosmetic appi

routine

mice infestations; leaky pipes and poor ventilation that made
children more susceptible to respiratory illnesses. These were more
than violations of the municipal housing code: these were serious
conditions that threatened the health and well-being of the families
who called these residencies home. Although taking on a slumlord
required a massive effort in organizing, Joshua Serrano was ready
for the challenge when he met AJ Johnson of the Christian Activities

Council, now the Center for Leadership and Justice.

\}

ASHLEY *“
JOHNSON

SENIOR PASTOR. URBAN HOPE REFUGEE CHURCH. HARTFORD LEAD COMMUNITY ORGANIZER. CHRISTIAN ACTIVIES COUNCIL.

LEGACY. SON. FATHER. HUSBAND.
VISIONARY. LEADER. PASTOR.
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HARTFORD AT
A GLANCE HISPANIC OR

LATINO DATA

Hispanic or Latino
54,185

RACE / ETHNICITY J
ottt

White 41124 33.1% 2,464,450
Black or African American 47124 37.9% 372,696
American Indian and Alaska Native 418 0.3% 162,782
Asian 3,686 3.0% 9,399
Other/Multi-Race 24,4 19.6% 284,582

Twoormoreraces | 7,645 ‘ o1% 537.728

Not Hispanic or Latino
170890,

The vast majrity of Hrtford's Latino or Hispénic population
s Puerto Rican. The census identiies Hispanic ancestry
separatey from race, Hetford has mayors of

HOUSING / REAL ESTATE Puerto Rican ancestry: Eddie Perez and Pecko Segarra, New

York, hiadelohia, Chicago, and Springfeld (MA) have the
4 largest population of Puerto Rican: y Hartford,
——
Totalunits | 53297 72 149379
%Single Unit (2012-2016) | 147% 551 9% o
New Permits Auth (2017) 5 957 4547 Dominican  American  Cuban
As%bistingUnits | 0.0% 0% ) 219 -midde il
enditonson) | 447 1403 Miexii‘cia” Other
Home Sales 2013) | 240 y 2310
MedianPrice | $159,100 $269,300 South I
otal poulation
BuiltPre-1950 share | 50.4% 9 »; American B (ispanicor Ltino)
Owner Occupied Dveelings | 10877 268 900223
As% Total Dvelings | 23.7% 4% 5%
Subsidized Housing (2017) | 19,875 52270 16576

Puerto Rican
[£170)

The Hispanic or Latino of any race) for Hartford was




Why is this
Important?



ENFIELD

EAST
WINDSOR

SOUTH
WINDSOR

FARMINGTON

GLASTONBURY

ROCKY MILL




Puerto Ricans
Hartford, CT #5
- 41,995 (By total Numbers:
NY, Philly, Chicago, Springfield )
Hartford, CT - #6
By Density 33.66%


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartford,_Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartford,_Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartford,_Connecticut

Three (3)

Connecticut’s cities

feature in the

for overall Puerto Rican population


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartford,_Connecticut

African American and Puerto Rican


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartford,_Connecticut
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You Document Cultural Resilience
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DECLARATION OF INTENTION

(Invalid for all purposes seven years after the date hereof)

TRIPLICATE

[To be gtven to the persan makin
the Declaration], 417

State of New York, l A
‘ o In the Supreme Court of Kings County.

a 24 years,

County of Kings,

30’&.\; lf/t,u(wl
occupation AA/L .., do declare on oath that my personal

description is: Colgvtvﬁ,‘,iﬂ, , complexion_— -----» height -“ feet(? - inches,
weight /llé pounds, color of hair '31_ 2 3

other visibie distinctive mnrg\'s,Jm o e/tsl.bk aud /

1 was born ir 4“.0/2:’ 44LC c\t& %
on the l ?ﬁ o E > Domini 18 && : I now reside
at 4 94 : 2 ’ rny, N. Y.

s

, da

of LA aaQura , anno Domini 1?0 &1 air hotEn ey ; 1am nota

polygamist nor abeliever in the practice of polygamy; and it is my intention in good faith

arrived at the port .,fW»uLX in the
state of N NSsaasA trbk on or about the 44” jay

to become a citizen of the United States of America and to permanently reside therein:

SO HELP ME GOD.
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sources and other public
programming
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https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%3A5531
https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%3A5531
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%253A5531&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1622874280812000&usg=AOvVaw3bSNvrZtntjZHnNzOREXI4

You share the story with the
public, invite them to participate
and tell their stories;

You rinse and repeat



Questions?



hartfordbound.com



African American
Population

YEAR 1910 1920 1930 1940

1945: 250 West Indians

Population doubles

between 1910 and 1920
and increases again by 70% B_y 1960, 6000 Puerto
by 1930 but still Ricans

4% of the population







